BELIZE

COMPUTER WAGERING LICENSING ACT
CHAPTER 149

REVISED EDITION 2000
SHOWING THE LAW AS AT 31ST DECEMBER, 2000

Thisisarevised edition of thelaw, prepared by the Law Revision Commissioner
under theauthority of the Law Revision Act, Chapter 3 of the Lawsof Belize,
Revised Edition 1980 - 1990.

This edition contains a consolidation of the following laws- Page
ARRANGEMENT OF SECTIONS 3
COMPUTERWAGERINGLICENSINGACT 4

Amendments in force as at 31st December, 2000.



BELIZE

COMPUTER WAGERING LICENSING ACT
CHAPTER 149

REVISED EDITION 2000
SHOWING THE LAW AS AT 31ST DECEMBER, 2000

Thisisarevised edition of thelaw, prepared by the Law Revision Commissioner
under the authority of the Law Revision Act, Chapter 3 of the Lawsof Belize,
Revised Edition 1980 - 1990.

This edition contains a consolidation of the following laws- Page
ARRANGEMENT OF SECTIONS 3
COMPUTERWAGERINGLICENSING ACT 4

Amendments in force as at 31st December, 2000.



Computer Wagering Licensing [CAP. 149 s
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CHAPTER 149

COMPUTERWAGERING LICENSING

21 of 1996.
Commencement
[9th January, 1996] (28. 5 1996]
S.I.750f 199.
PART |
Preliminary
1. ThisAct may becited asthe Computer Wagering Licensing Act. Shorttitle.
2. InthisAct, unlessthe context otherwiserequires- Interpretation.
“Bank” meansany financid ingtitution whichislicensed to carry on banking
businessin Belizeunder the Banksand Financia IndtitutionsAct; CAP 263.
“Board” meansthe Belize Computer Wagering Licensing Board established
under section4 of thisAct;
“computer internet” meansany publicly access ble datatransmission network,
or any privately-owned datatransmission network, which isauthorised to
transmit such data;
“computer user” or “user” meansany personwhoisaccessinginformation
through the computer internet;
“computer wagering service” meanscomputer servicewhich allows computer
usersto wager on sporting eventsor other games of chance against each
other through the computer internet;
“licence’” meansalicenceissued under thisAct authorising the operation or
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Provision of
computer
wagering service
without alicence
unlawful.

Establishment of
Belize Computer
Wagering
Licensing Board.

provision of acomputer wagering service;

“licence holder” meansaperson who hasbeen granted alicence under this
Act;

“Minister” meanstheMinister for thetimebeing responsiblefor computer
wagering.

PART II
Control of Computer Wagering

3.-(1) Nopersonshdl provide, orinany way assst in providing, acomputer
wagering service unlessheobtainsalicence soto doin accordance with this
Act and in such manner and in compliance with such conditionsas may be
prescribed by the Board.

(2) Any personwho contravenesthe provisionsof subsection (1) above
commitsan offence.

4.-(1) Thereshal beestablished for the purposesof thisAct aBoard caled
the*Belize Computer Wagering Licensng Board’, cond sting of the Accountant
Generd, the Auditor Genera, the Permanent Secretary totheMinistry for the
time being responsible for computer wagering, and three other persons
appointed by the Minister, one of whom shall be appointed on the
recommendation of the Leader of the Opposition.

(2) Thethree membersappointed by the Minister under subsection (1)
above shd| hold officefor such period asmay be specified intheinstrument of
appointment but may be removed earlier by the Minister for fit and proper
CaUse;

Provided that the member who was appointed on the recommendation
of the Leader of the Opposition shall not beremoved by the Minister except
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Computer Wagering Licensing [CAP. 149 7

at therequest of the L eader of the Opposition.

(3) Thechairman of the Board shall be appointed by the Minister in his
discretion from among themembers.

(4) Thecharmanshdl presdeat dl medtingsof theBoard andinhisabsence
themembers present may elect achairmanto preside at that meeting.

(5) Four members of the Board shall form aquorum and each member
shall have onevoteexcept that inthe event of an equdity of votes, the chairman
of that meeting shall have asecond or casting vote.

(6) TheMinister shall appoint a Secretary to the Board who may issue
under hishand licences approved by the Board.

(7) Any applicationfor alicenceand al other matters connected therewith
shall bemade or referred to the Board.

5.-(1) Thedutiesand powersof the Board shall beto control and regulate  Functions of the
personswho provide computer wagering services. Board.

(2) Forthepurposeof performingitsfunctionsunder subsection (1) above,
the Board shall have power:-

@ to grant written licencesto such personsto providea
computer wagering service;

(b) to makeregulationsfor thefollowing purposes.-

@ prescribing the conditionsto be observed by the person
providing such computer wagering serviceand the
ligbility of any such person;
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8 CAP. 149] Computer Wagering Licensing

(ii) prescribing theform and contents of the application
for alicenceto provide such computer wagering
sarvice and of any other document connected
therewith.

(iii) controlling and regulating al mattersconnected with
or incidental totheprovision of computer wagering
serviceslicensed under thisAct;

(iv)  prescribingthemanner inwhich disputes between
computer usersand licence holdersmay bedetermined.

(3) Regulationsmade by the Board under this Act shall not comeinto
forceuntil they have been approved by the Minister.

(4) Such regulations may provide that any breach thereof shall be
punishableon summary conviction by afinenot exceeding fivethousand dollars,
or by imprisonment for aterm not exceeding oneyear, or by both such fine
and term of imprisonment.

Applicationfora  6.-(1) Every personwho intendsto provideacomputer wagering service
licence. shall, beforetaking any stepsfor that purpose, apply to theBoard for alicence
to do so.

(2) Subjecttotheprovisionsof thisAct, the Board may grant to any fit
and proper person:-

(@ alicenceto provideacomputer wagering service;

(b) withtheprior gpprova of theMinigter, anexclusivelicenceto
provide acomputer wagering servicefor aperiod not
exceeding two years.
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(3) A licenceto provideacomputer wagering service shal not begranted
to any person who-

(@ isunder theage of 18 years; or

(b) has been convicted inacourt of law (whether in Belizeor
elsawhere) inthethreeyearsimmediately preceding the date
of hisapplication of any offenceinvolving dishonesty; or

(© isknown to be of bad character; or

(d) inthe opinion of the Board, isfor good reason an undesirable
person, the Board stating itsreasonsfor the opinion at the
timeof refusing thelicence.

(4) Any personwhoisaggrieved by therefusa of theBoardtogranthima
licenceto provide acomputer wagering service may appeal to the Minister
whosedecisionthereon shall befinal.

7.-(1) Upon applicationto provideacomputer wagering service, theapplicant  Fees payable.
shall pay tothe Board:-

(@ inrespect of alicenceto provide acomputer wagering
service, afee of one hundred thousand dollars;

(b) inrespect of an exclusivelicenceto provideacomputer
wagering service, afeeof two hundred thousand dollars per
year for eachyear of exclusivity.

(2) Anannual licenceshal commenceon 1st April of any year and shall
expireon 31st March of thefollowing year.

(3) Thefeesreceived by the Board under this Act shall be paid to the
credit of the Consolidated Revenue Fund:
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10 CAP. 149] Computer Wagering Licensing

Provided that where an application isrefused, any feewhich hasbeen paid
under subsection (1) above shall be refunded subject to the deduction of a
reasonable administrative chargelevied by the Board.

(4) Thefeespayableunder thissection may fromtimetotimebevaried
by the Minister by Order published inthe Gazette.

Security for 8.-(1) Every persontowhomalicenceisgranted under thisAct shdl, for the

performance of performance by him of every obligation of whatever kindin connection with

obligations by the . ; .

licensee. the computer wagering services, and for the payment of any fine, makeacash
deposit of five hundred thousand United Statesdollars.

(2) Incasethelicenceholder failsto pay any wagerswon by the computer
users, or any tax or other sum duefrom himin connection with the computer
wagering service, or to perform any other obligationswhich heisboundto
perform, the Board may deduct such money from the cash deposit made by
such person or may recover it from that person by such other meansasthe
law alows.

Maintenance of 9.-(1) Every licenceholder shall establish an account with abank for the

accounts and purpose of processing thetransactionsof computer users.
computer users
deposits.

(2) Eachcomputer user shal place ondepositin the said account funds
sufficient to cover any wager the computer user may place.

(3) Thelicenceholder shall identify, by such meansasmay be acceptable
tothe Board, thefunds on deposit for each computer user.

(4) Thereshall beno cash depositsby any computer user and fundsmay
be placed on deposit only by cheque, cashier’s cheque, money order, wire
transfer or other electronic means.

(5) Nofundsshal bepaidtoany computer user in cash out of hisdeposit
and shall be payable only by cheque, cashier’scheque, money order, wire
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transfer or other eectronic means.

(6) Thereshall benolimit ontheamount of fundsacomputer user may
deposit into hisaccount.

(7) Thereshdl benolimit ontheamount whichacomputer user may wager
against other users of computer internet provided that thetotal of all wagers
placed by acomputer user at any given time does not exceed thetotal amount
of funds he has deposited into hisaccount.

(8) Thelicence holder may berequired by the Board to provideadaily
account of al computer user transactions, and balances of each computer user.

(9) Thelicenceholder may chargeaservicefeefor the processing of each
computer user’ stransactionsof anamount not exceeding 5% of eachtransaction
by acomputer user, or the sum of US$20.00, whichever isgrester. Theservice
fee soimposed may be deducted from the computer user’ sfundson deposit at
thetimeawager isconfirmed.

PART I11
Offences and Penalties

10.-(1) Every personwho contravenesor failsto comply withany provisonof ~ Offencesin

thisAct commitsan offence. connection with
computer
(2) Every personwho providesor ass stsin providing acomputer wagering Vs\érasle;gg
servicewithout being licensed to do so under thisAct shdl beliableto afinenot
exceeding fifty thousand dollars or to imprisonment for aterm not exceeding
two years, or to both such fineand term of imprisonment.
(3) Subject to subsection (2) above, every person who violatesany other
provision of thisAct shdl, unlessany other penalty isspecifically provided, be
liableto afinenot exceeding twenty-five thousand dollarsor to imprisonment
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CAP. 98.
CAP. 99.

Revocation of
licence.

Collection of
incometax on
wagers.

for aterm not exceeding oneyear, or to both such fine and term of imprison-
ment.

(4) Where a person convicted of an offence under this Act is a body
corporate, every personwho at the date of the commission of the offencewas
adirector or officer of the body corporate shall also bedeemed to beguilty of
that offence unless he provesthat the offence was committed without his
knowledge.

(5) All proceedingsfor offencesunder thisAct shall betaken under andin
accordance with the Summary Jurisdiction Acts.

PART IV
General

11.-(1) A licencegranted under thisAct may at any time berevoked by the
Board without compensation, for breach of any provision of thisAct, of any
regulationsmadethereunder, or of any condition attached to thelicence, without
prejudiceto any other penaltiesimposed by or under thisAct.

(2) Any personwho isaggrieved by the decision of the Board to revoke
thelicencemay apped tothe Minister whose decision thereon shal befindl.

12.-(1) Every personwho paysany wagers, winningsor prizewon by computer
usersshal, before paying any suchwagers, winningsor prizes, deduct therefrom
tax at therate of fifteen per cent of such wagers, winningsor prize, and shall
forthwith pay over to the Commissioner of Income Tax theamount of tax so
deducted, and every such amount shall be a debt owing from him to the
Government and shall berecoverableas such.

(2) Whoever failsor neglectsto deduct thetax or to pay the sametothe
Commissioner of Income Tax as provided in subsection (1) above, without
prejudiceto any other remedy avail ableto the Commissioner of Income Tax,
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commitsan offence and shall beliable on summary conviction to afinenot
exceeding ten thousand dollars or to imprisonment for aterm not exceeding
two years, or to both such fineand term imprisonment.

13.-(1) Notwithstanding anything containedinthe Gambling Prevention Actor  validity of
any other ruleof law, no objection to any contract, bill of exchange, cheque, contracts, etc.
promissory noteor other transaction of any kind rdlating toacomputer wagering  CAP. 109
servicelicensed under thisAct shall betaken or alowedin any court of law on

the ground that such contract, bill of exchange, cheque, promissory note or

other transactionisunder any law inforcein Belizedirectly or indirectly tainted

withillegdlity orisagaingt public policy.

(2) Any persontowhom any wagers, winnings, prize money or money’s
worth of any kind becomes due and payable from any computer wagering
servicelicensed under thisAct may recover the samefromthe personliableto
pay and shall be entitled to bring any proceedings necessary to recover such
wagers, winnings, prizemoney or money’sworth.

14.-(1) Any magistrate or Justice of the Peace, if satisfied by informationon  power to issue
oath that thereisreasonable ground to suspect that any premisesarebeing  search warrant.
used for the purpose of thecommiss on of an offenceunder thisAct in connection

with acomputer wagering service or proposed computer wagering service,

may grant awarrant under hishand authorising any policeofficer at any timeor
timeswithinfourteen daysfrom the date thereof to enter, if necessary by force,

the said premisesand every part thereof, and to search for, seizeand remove

any documents, money or va uablething therein which hehasreasonableground

to suspect are on those premises for any purpose which constitutes an

infringement of any provision of thisAct or regulationsmadethereunder.

(2) The court before which apersonis proved to have committed any
offenceunder thisAct inrelationto acomputer wagering service or proposed
computer wagering service shall order to beforfeited any money or valuable
thing produced to the court whichisshownto the satisfaction of the court to be
related to the offence and shall order to be destroyed all documents produced
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to the court which are shown to the sati sfaction of the court to relateto the
computer wagering service.

Regulations. 15.  TheMinister may, after consultation with the Board, makeregulations
for the better carrying out of the provisions of this Act and for prescribing
anything that needsto be prescribed.

Commencement. 16.  ThisActshdl comeintoforceonaday to beappointed by theMinister
by Order published inthe Gazette.
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