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CHAPTER 320
LEGAL PROFESSION CAP 250,
[21st, June, 1980] o8O 190
PART |
Preliminary
1 ThisAct may becited astheLega Profession Act. Short title.
2.-(1) InthisAct, unlessthecontext otherwiserequires:- Interpretation.

“ Association” meansthe Bar Associ ation of Belize established by section 40;

“attorney-at-law” or “ attorney” meansaperson whose nameisentered on
theRoll inaccordancewith thisAct or under any law for thetimebeingin
force;

“client” incdludes-

€)) in relation to contentious business, any person who as
principal or on behalf of another person retains or
employsor isabout to retain or employ an attorney-at-
law and any other person who isor may beliableto pay
to an attorney-at-law feesor costsfor such business,

(b) in relation to non-contentious business, any person who
asaprincipal or on behalf of another or asatrustee or
executor or in any other capacity has power, express or
implied, to retain or employ and retains and employsor
isabout to retain or employ an attorney-at-law and any
person for thetime being liableto pay to an attorney-at-
law feesor costsfor such business,
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First Schedule.

“Congtitution” meansthe Constitution of the Bar Association of Belizefor
thetimebeinginforce;

“fees’ includesremuneration, chargesand disbursements,

“Genera Legal Council” or “Council” meansthe Generd Lega Council
established by section 3;

“Legd Education Certificate” meansthe certificateissued by the Council of
Legal Education established by an Agreement made by the Caribbean
Commonwealth countriesat Georgetown, Guyanaon 25th November
1970;

“Practisng Certificate” meansacertificateintheform of the First Schedule
issued pursuant to section 11, and “ Valid Practising Certificate” meansa
Practising Certificatewhichisinforce;

“to practiselaw” meansto practiseasabarrister or solicitor or asan
attorney-at-law, or to undertake or perform thefunctionsof abarrister or
solicitor or attorney-at-law asrecognised by any law whether before or at
the commencement of thisAct;

“prescribed qudifications’ meansthe qudificationsfor admissionto practise
law prescribed by or under section 6;

“Regigtrar” meansthe Registrar of the Supreme Court;

“Roll” meansthelist of attorneys-at-law kept by the Registrar pursuant to
section 4.

(2) Any reference (howsoever expressed) inany law to abarrister
or asolicitor asrespectsthe conferring of any right or privilege, theexercise
of any function or inrelationto the qualification for gppointment to any
office, shall from and after the commencement of thisAct bedeemedto
includereferencesto an attorney-at-law.
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(3) Forthepurposeof any enactment whereby the qualification of
an attorney-at-law for holding any office dependsupon hishaving beena
barrister or asolicitor for aspecified period, or having been enrolled for a
specified period, the number of yearsduring which hewasprevioudy a
barrister or solicitor or enrolled, asthe case may be, shall betreated aspart
of the period of hisenrolment asan attorney-at-law.

PART 11

General Legal Council and Enrolment and Practicein the
Legal Profession

3.-(1) For the purposes of thisAct, thereishereby established abody to be

known asthe Genera Legal Council which shal be concerned with thelegal
professionand in particular with uphol ding standards of professiona conduct.

(2) TheCouncil shall consist of-
€)) the Attorney Generd;
(b) the President of the Bar Association; and

(© four persons el ected from the members of the Bar
Association of whom two at least shall be personsof no
lessthan ten years standing in the profession:

Provided that if the Attorney Genera isunableto attend, he may
nominatealaw officer toactin hisplace.

(3) TheAttorney Genera shall be Chairman of the Council. Where
the Attorney General isunableto attend, the President of the Bar Association
shdll presideat meetingsof the Council.

(4) Theqguorum of the Council shall befour of whom two shall be
the Attorney General, or the person nominated by himto actin hisplace, and

General Legd
Council and its
functions.
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10 CAP. 320] Legal Profession

the President of the Bar Association or in hisabsencethe Vice-President.

(5) TheCouncil shall have power to do al suchthingsasmay
appear toittobenecessary or desirablefor carrying out itsfunctions
under thisAct, and shall have power, subject to the provisionsof thisAct,
toregulateitsown proceedings.

Roll of attorneys- ~ 4.-(1) TheRegistrar shal keep alist of attorneys-at-law to be known asthe
at-law. “Roll” onwhich heshall causeto be entered the name of every person
entitled to practiselaw under section 5 or admitted and entitled to practise
law under sections 6 and 8 together with thefollowing particularsin respect
of each such person-
(a) hisfull name and address,
(b)  thedateof hisenrolment;

(©) adescription and date of the qualificationswhich entitle
himto practise law.

(2) TheRall shal at al reasonabletime be opento inspection at
theGenera Regidry.

(3) TheRegistrar shall-

(a) make such alterationsin the particulars entered on the
Roll asare necessary; and

(b) remove from the Roll the name of any attorney-at-law
who isdeceased or no longer entitled to practice law.

Enrolment of 5. Forthwith upon the commencement of thisAct, the Registrar shall
practising without application or the payment of any fee causeto be entered onthe
lawyers. Roll the particulars specified in section4 (1) (a) to (c) in respect of every
person known to himwho immediately prior to thecommencement of this
Act-
THE SUBSTANTIVE LAWS OF BELIZE REVISED EDITION 2000
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Legal Profession [CAP.320 11

(&8 wasaperson admitted and enrolled asasolicitor of the
Supreme Court;

(b)  wasaperson entitled to practisein the courts of Belize
by virtue of the Law OfficersAct; CAP 26.

and who has paid to the Associ ation the annual subscriptionin respect of
membership thereof.

6.-(1) A personwho after the commencement of thisAct appliestothe Admission to
Supreme Court to be admitted to practiselaw, and who satisfiesthe practise law and
Supreme Court that he- enrolment.

€)) isaBelizean citizen and holdsalL egal Education
Certificate; or

(b) has obtained adequatetraining in the law and is suitably
gualified and competent to practiselaw in Belize; or

(c) possesses suitable practical experience and competence
andisqualifiedto practiselaw in any country which the
Chief Justice, after consultation with the Council,
designates by Order published inthe Gazette as having
asufficiently analogous system of laws,

andisof good character, shall upon compliancewith therequirementsof this
Act, and unlessthat personisexempt therefrom, on payment to the Registrar
of the appropriatefeefor registration and upon payment to the Bar
Association of theannua subscription in respect of membership of that
Association, be admitted to practiselaw and be entered onthe Roll by order
of the court.

(2) TheChief Justice may prescribethe practice and procedureto
befollowed in relationto applicationsunder this section and may make
regulationsasto therequisite qualificationsfor admissionto practiselaw and
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Appeal.

Law officersof
Government.

Second Schedule.

Oath of attorney-
at-law.

enrolment under paragraph (b) of subsection (1).

(3) Nothinginsections5, 8, 10 and this section shall affect any
enactment relating to the placing of restrictionson any person, not being a
national of Belize, entering, leaving, resding or workingin Belize.

7.-(1) Anappeal shal lietothe Court of Appeal from therefusal by the
Supreme Court of any application under section 6 of thisAct.

(2) Rulesof court may prescribethe practice and procedureto be
followedinrelation to appeal sunder thissection.

8.-(1) Notwithstanding section 6, any person possessing thequalifications
mentioned in section 6 (a), (b) or (¢) and who holdsany of the offices
designated in the Second Schedule or hereafter designated or altered by the
Governor-Genera by Order publishedinthe Gazette (inthisAct referred
toasalaw officer of Government) shal, upon payment to the Associ ation of
theannua subscription in respect of membership thereof, be entitled ex
officio to beadmitted and enrolled as an attorney-at-law without payment
of feeand solong as he continuesto hold such office or to exerciseand
perform the duties of such officeshall beentitled to practiselaw inall courts
in Belizewithout holding aPractising Certificate.

(2 Upontermination of appointment, alaw officer of Government
shall not thereafter beentitled to practiselaw unlessand until admitted and
enrolledinthe ordinary way pursuant to section 6 of thisAct but in that
event hisadmission and enrolment shall dateretroactively to the date when
hewasfirst admitted to practiseand enrolled pursuant to subsection (1).

9. Every person, on being admitted to practiselaw, shall takethe
following oath-

“I, , do swear that | will truly and honestly conduct myself in
the practice of law asan attorney-at-law according to the best of my
knowledge, skill and ability andin accordancewith thelawsof Belize.”
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THE SUBSTANTIVE LAWS OF BELIZE

10.-(1) Every person whose nameisentered on the Roll in accordancewith
thisAct shall beknown as*an attorney-at-law”, and-:

€)) subject to subsection (2), be entitled to practise law and
to suefor and recover hisfeesfor servicesrenderedin
that respect;

(b) be an officer of the Supreme Court;

(c) subject to subsection (2), have theright of audience
before any court;

(d)  whenacting asan attorney-at-law, be subject to liability
inrespect of negligencein aprofessional capacity.

(2) Subject to section 8 and any other enactment to the contrary,
no person may practiselaw unlessheistheholder of avalid Practising
Cetificate.

(3 A personwho practiseslaw in contravention of subsection (2)
shall not be entitled to maintain any action for therecovery of any feeor
reward on account of or inrelationto any legal businessdoneby himinthe
course of such practice.

11.-(1) Subject to section 8, aperson whose nameisentered on the Roll and
who desiresto practiselaw inany year shall apply to the Registrar for a
certificateto becdled a” Practisng Certificate’, and the Registrar shall, on
payment of the prescribed fee, unlessthat person isexempt from such
payment, but subject to section 43, issueto him aPractisng Certificatein the
formset out intheFirst Schedule.

(2) A Prectising Certificateshall bevdidfor theyearinwhichitis
issued and shall expireon 31st January of theyear next following.

(3) Any personwhoistheholder of aPractising Certificateissued
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CAP.82,
R.E. 1980-1990.

Senior Counsel.

Practising without
Certificate.

under the Supreme Court of Judicature Act shall bedeemedto holdavalid
Practising Certificatefor the year during which thisAct comesinto operation
and for the month of January of theyear next following.

12.-(1) The Chief Justice may, after consultation with the Council, elevateto
thestatus of senior counsel any attorney of not lessthan eight years standing
who hasdistinguished himsdlf inthe practice of thelaw.

(2) Anyof Her Mgesty’s Counsel whose nameisentered upon
the Roll under section 5 hereof shall, upon having hisname so entered, be
entitled to the status, and upon acceptance thereof shal enjoy theprivileges
of and beliableto the obligationsof senior counsdl.

(3) TheCouncil may makerules prescribing the conditions under
which senior counsdl shall practise.

13.-(1) An attorney-at-law who, after the month of January inany year
practises|aw without first obtaining aPractising Certificate shal beliableto
pay afinenot exceeding two hundred and fifty dollars.

(2) If suchattorney shall, after such fine has beenimposed upon
him, continue so to practiselaw, he shdll beliableto pay afurther finenot
exceeding twenty-fivedollarsfor every day on which he continuessoto
practise.

(3) TheRegistrar shal make complaint to the Chief Justice against
any attorney so acting and the Chief Justice may, onfinding that the attorney
hasincurred ligbility to thefineaforesaid, imposeit or such portion thereof
ashemay think fit.

(4) Every suchcomplaint shall beinwriting and acopy thereof,
together with anotice of thetimeand place of hearing, shall bedeliveredto
theattorney complained against, who shall be entitled to be heard thereon.
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(5) Any fineimposed under this section shall berecovered uponan
order of the Chief Justice and be paid to the Registrar.

(6) Every such order may beenforcedinlike manner asordersby
the court for the payment of money by attorneysare enforced.

14.-(1) Subject tothisAct, if aperson whose nameisnot entered onthe
Rall-

€)) practiseslaw;
(b)  wilfully pretendsto be an attorney-at-law; or

(© makes use of any name, title or description implying that
heisentitled to be recognised or to act as an attorney-
at-law,

he commitsan offenceandisliableon summary convictionto afinenot
exceeding five hundred dollarsor to imprisonment for aterm not exceeding
oneyear, or to both such fine and term of imprisonment.

(2) A personwho, not being entitled to act asan attorney-at-law,
actsin any respect asan attorney-at-law in any action or matter or inany
court inthe nameor through the agency of an attorney-at-law entitled soto
act commitsan offence and isliable on summary convictionto afinenot
exceeding five hundred dollarsor to aterm of imprisonment not exceeding
oneyear, or to both such fine and term of imprisonment.

(3) Nofeeinrespect of anything done by aperson whose nameis
not entered onthe Roll or to whom subsection (1) relates, acting asan
attorney-at-law, shall berecoverablein any action, suit or matter by any

person.

(4) Section10(2) and subsections(1) and (2) of thissection shall
not extend to-

Unlawful
practising and
other offences.

THE SUBSTANTIVE LAWS OF BELIZE REVISED EDITION 2000

Printed by the Government Printer,
No. 1 Power Lane,
Belmopan, by the authority of
the Government of Belize.



16

CAP.320]

Legal Profession

CAP. 99.

THE SUBSTANTIVE LAWS OF BELIZE

(@)

(b)

(©)

apublic officer or person appointed under any law to
act for another for the purposes of :-

() drawing or preparing instruments; or

(i) appearing for the complainant or plaintiff ina
summary jurisdiction court or district court,

if authorised by law to do so in the course of hisduty;

aperson employed merely to engross any instrument or
proceeding; or

aperson drawing or preparing-
(i) awill or other testamentary instrument,
(i) aninstrument for hisown use,

(i)  anagreement other thanfor hisown usefor
which the consideration does not exceed five
thousand dollars,

(iv)  aletter, notice or power of attorney.

(5) Notwithstanding section 21 of the Summary Jurisdiction
(Procedure) Act, acomplaint for an offence under thissection may belaid
at any timewithin two yearsnext after the commission of the offenceor
within six monthsnext after thefirst discovery thereof by the complainant,
whichever periodisthe shorter.
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PART 11

Discipline
15.-(1) Any persondleging himself aggrieved by an act of professiona Complaintsto
misconduct (including any default) committed by an attorney-at-law may Council.

make application supported by an affidavit of thefactsof which hecomplains
to the Council to requirethe attorney to answer such allegations; and the
Regigtrar or any member of the Association may makealikeapplicationto
the Council inrespect of such grave professional misconduct.

(2) Inany matter or hearing before any court, wherethe court
consdersthat any act referred to in subsection (1) has been committed by an
attorney-at-law, the court may make or causethe Registrar to make an
application to the Council under that subsection in respect of the attorney.

In thissubsection “court” meansthe Supreme Court, the Court of
Apped, asummary jurisdiction court, adistrict court or any other court
whichisor may be established by law.

(3) If theCouncil issatisfied that the allegations contained in the
affidavit referred to in subsection (1) discloseaprima facie case of
professional misconduct or grave professional misconduct asso defined by
rulesmade by the Council under section 18, the Council shall hear the parties
and their witnesses and deal with the application madeto it in accordance
withsuchrules.

16.-(1) If the Council, after hearing an application under thisPart, isnot Powers of
sati sfied that the all egations made agai nst the attorney to whom the applica- Council.
tion relateshave been established or that the conduct aleged against him

congtitutes professiona misconduct or grave professiona misconduct, asthe

casemay be, the Council shal recommend to the Chief Justicethat the

gpplication bedismissed.

(2) IftheCouncil, after hearing an application under thisPart, is
sati sfied that the al egations made agai nst the attorney towhomthe
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18 CAP.320] Legal Profession

application rel ates have been established and that the conduct alleged
againgt him condtitutes professiona misconduct or grave professional
misconduct, asthe case may be, the Council shall so report to the Chief
Justiceand may initsreport recommend-

(@)  theremova of theattorney’snamefromtheRoll;

(b)  theremoval of the attorney from practice on such
conditionsasthe Council may determineg;

(c) theimposition on the attorney of such fineasit may
think proper;

(d) subjecting the attorney to areprimand,;

(e) the payment by any party of costsor of such sum asthe
Council may consider areasonable contribution
towards cost;

(f) the payment by the attorney of any such sum by way of
restitution asthe Council may consider reasonable.

(3) Uponreceipt of thereport of the Council, the Chief Justice
shall, if heissatisfied that no case has been made out, dismissthe applica
tion, or, wherein hisopinion acase has been made out, summon the
attorney concerned to show cause asto why he should not bedealt with as
recommended by the Council; and shall if no causeor insufficient causeis
shown, makean order confirming thefindingsof the Council andimposing
such punishment asthe Council may have recommended or ashethinks
most fitting of those set out in subsection (2).

(4) Anyfineor part thereof imposed under subsection (2) may at
thediscretion of the Chief Justice be paid to the person making the applica-
tioninwhole or part satisfaction of any damage caused to him by theact or
default givingriseto hisapplication.
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(5) For thepurposesof any application madetoit under thisAct,
the Council shal havethe powersof the Supreme Court to summon
witnesses, call for the production of booksand documentsand examine
witnessesand parties concerned on oath.

17.-(1) Every report made by the Council under thisPart shall beprefaced  Filing, effect and
by astatement of itsfindingsin relation to thefacts of the caseand shal be notice of reports
signed by the Chairman of the Council so, however, that if thefindingsare and orders.

not unanimous, dissenting opinionsmay be expressed in the statement.

(2) TheCouncil shall, subject to any rulesmade by it in that behalf,
cause acopy of every such report to befiled with the Registrar.

(3) Every order made by the Chief Justice under section 16 (3)
shall, so soon asit ismade, be acted upon by the Registrar and be
enforceablein the same manner asajudgement or order of the Supreme
Court tothelikeeffect.

(4) Thefileof ordersmade by the Chief Justice under section 16
maly beinspected at the General Registry by any person, during office hours,
on payment of the prescribed fee.

18.  TheChief Justicemay, in consultation with the Council, makerules- Rulesof
procedure.
€)) prescribing standards of professional etiquette and
professional conduct of membersand may by such rules
direct that any specified breach of therules shall
constitute professional misconduct or grave professional
misconduct;

(b) regulating the presentation, hearing and determination of
complaintsto the Council in respect of professional
misconduct of attorneys.
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Appeal against
order of the court.

Powers of Court of
Appeal.

19.-(1) Except inthe case of an appea against punishment only, an appeal
against an order made by the Chief Justice under thisPart shal lietothe
Court of Appeal by way of re-hearing at theinstance of the attorney or
person aggrieved to whom the order relates, and every such appeal shall be
madewithin such timeandin such form and shal be heard in such manner
asmay be prescribed by rulesof court.

(2) Upon appeal, any order of the Chief Justice against whichthe
appeal has been made shall be suspended and no action taken thereupon
unlessand until the Court of Appeal confirmsthe order or, upon an order by
the Court of Appedl for re-hearing, unlessand until the Council againfinds
againgt the attorney-at-law to whom the application relatesand confirmsthe
order.

(3) Nothing contained in subsection (2) shal prejudicethe
execution of any order varied by the Court of Appeal or any new order
made upon re-hearing by the Council pursuant to any direction of the Court

of Apped.

20.-(1) The Court of Appeal may dismissthe appeal and confirm the order
or may alow the appeal and set aside the order or may vary the order or
may allow the appeal and direct that the application bere-heard by the
Council and may also make such order asto costsbefore the Council and
asto costs of the appeal, asthe Court may think proper:

Provided that in there-hearing of an application following an appeal
by the attorney, no greater punishment shall beinflicted upon theattorney
concerned than wasinflicted by the order made by the Chief Justice.

(2) Wherethe Court of Appeal confirmsthe order (whether with
or without variation) it shall take effect from the date of the order made by
the Court of Appeal confirmingit.
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THE SUBSTANTIVE LAWS OF BELIZE

21.-(1) If thename of an attorney-at-law isremoved fromthe Roll, any
Practising Certificateissued to him shall ceasetobevalid, and shall be
returned to the Registrar General and afailureto do sowill render the person
named inthecertificateliableto afineof fivethousand dollars.

(2) Duringthe period of suspension of an attorney-at-law from
practice, no Practising Certificate shall beissued to himand any Practising
Certificateissued to him prior to such suspension shall ceaseto bevdidfor
theperiod of that suspension.

22. If an attorney-at-law isadjudicated abankrupt, any Practising
Certificateissued to him shall ceaseto bevaidfor the period duringwhich he
remainsan undischarged bankrupt.

23.  Anapplication by an attorney-at-law to procuretheremoval of his
namefromthe Roll shall bemadeinasummary manner to the Chief Justice,
who shall make such order thereon ashethinksfit.

24.-(1) Any person whose name has been removed from the Roll or who has
been suspended from practising law may apply to the Chief Justice by
petition to have hisnamerestored to the Roll or to havethe order of
suspension withdrawn, asthe case may be.

(2) TheChief Justiceshall refer the petition to the Council which
shdl consider the petition and if satisfied that the petitioner isafit and proper
personto practiselaw, shall recommend to the Chief Justicethat the
petitioner’sname berestored to the Roll or that the order of suspension be
withdrawn, asthe case may be.

(3) Anapped shall lietothe Court of Appeal against thefailureor
refusal of the Chief Justiceto order that the petitioner’ snameberestored to
theRoll or hissuspensionwithdrawn.

25. Nothing containedinthisPart shall be construed aslimiting:-

€)) the authority of any court to deal with conduct of an
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attorney amounting to contempt of court;

(b)  thepower of the Association, throughits Bar Com-
mittee or other duly constituted body, to reprimand any
of itsmembersfor conduct unbecoming amember of
the Association and derogatory of the character or
injuriousto theinterests of the profession or to suspend
any of itsmemberswho hasfailed to pay hisannual
subscription.

Offences. 26.-(1) If any personwho, having been admitted and enrolled, issus-
pended from practising law or has hisname removed from the Roll and
during such suspension or until hisnameisrestoredto the Roll-

)] practiseslaw; or
(b)  wilfully pretendsto be entitled to practicelaw; or

(©) wilfully makesuse of any name, tide or description
implying that heisentitled to be recognised or to act as
an attorney-at-law,

heshal beliableto afine not exceeding onethousand dollarsfor every
occasion onwhich heisproved to have done so.

(2) If any personwhile suspended from practising law, or whose
name has been removed from the Roll, seeks or accepts employment from
an attorney-at-law in connection with the practice of that attorney-at-law,
without previoudy informing him of the suspension or remova fromtheRall,
heshall beliableto afine not exceeding fivehundred dollars.

(3) Noattorney-at-law shall, in connection with his practice, with-
out thewritten permission of the Council, which permission may begivenfor
such period and subject to such conditions asthe Council thinksfit, employ
or remunerate any person who to hisknowledgeis suspended fromthe
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practiceof law during the period of suspension, or whose name has been
removed fromthe Roll otherwisethan at hisown request.

(4) If anattorney actsin contravention of subsection (3) or of the
conditions subject to which any permission has been given thereunder, he
shdll beliableto afinenot exceeding fivethousand dollars.

(5) Any attorney who wilfully and knowingly actsasagent inany
action or matter or in any court for any person whoto hisknowledgeisnot
duly qualified and entitled to practise asan attorney, or permitsor suffershis
nameto be made use of inany action upon the account or for the profit of
any such person, or sendsany such processto any such person, or doesany
other act to enable any such personto act in any respect asan attorney in
any action or matter in any court shall beliableto afineof fivethousand
dollars.

(6) TheRegistrar shal make complaint to the Chief Justice against
any attorney so acting and the Chief Justice may, on finding that the attorney
hasincurred liability tothefineaforesaid, imposeit or such portion thereof as
hemay think fit.

(7) Every such complaint shall beinwritingand acopy thereof, to-
gether with anotice of thetime and place of hearing, shall bedeliveredtothe
attorney complained against, who shall be entitled to be heard thereon.

(8 Any fineimposed under thissection shall berecovered uponan
order of the Chief Justice and be paid to the Registrar.

(9) Every such order may beenforced in like manner asordersby
the court for the payment of money by attorneys-at-law are enforced.

27.  Allfinesand penaltiesrecovered by the Registrar under Part I11 shall,  Disposal of
to the extent that they shall not by order of the court be paid to persons fines.
aggrieved by actsof misconduct committed by attorneys, be held by the
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Registrar and applied by himfor the purposes of the Supreme Court Law

Library.
PART IV
Accounts
Rules asto 28.  TheCouncil may makerulesgeneraly astothekeepingand
accounts. operating of bank accountsfor clients money by attorneys-at-law, and

without prejudiceto the generdity of theforegoing, such rulesmay provide-

(a) for opening and keeping by attorneys of accounts at
banksfor clients money; and

(b)  for thekeeping by attorneysof accounts containing
particularsand information asto money received, held
or paid by them for or on account of their clients; and

(©) for the Council to take such action asmay be necessary
to enable them to ascertain whether or not therulesare

complied with.
Failuretocomply  29.-(1) If anattorney failsto comply with any of the rules made under
withrules. section 28, any person may makeacomplaint in respect of that failuretothe
Coundail.

(2) Theprovisionsof Part 111 shall apply mutatis mutandisin
relation to complaintsto the Council under thissection.

(3) Whereon any complaint made under this section the Council
findstheattorney guilty of professional misconduct, it may recommendto
the Chief Justicethat he make such order asto the keeping or distribution of
any money standing to the credit of any account kept by the attorney for
clients money ashethinksproper inthe circumstancesof the case.
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(4) TheChief Justiceshall, upon arecommendation made by the
Council under subsection (3), make such order ashethinksproper inthe
circumstancesof thecase.

30.-(1) Whereajudgeissatisfied, on application made by summonsin Dedingwith
chambersby any client of an attorney, that thereisreasonable causeto clients' accounts
bdieve- whereimproper

conduct alleged.

(&) that anattorney hasbeen guilty of an offenceinvolving
fraud or of any improper conduct inrelationto the
money or property of any person; or

(b)  that any money entrusted to the attorney has been stolen
by hisservant or agent,

thejudge shall causethe Registrar forthwith toinform the attorney of the
application and the groundsthereof and require him by summonsto attendin
chambersbefore any judge of the court on adate and at atime stated inthe
summonsto be examined concerning the matter and shall also causethe
Registrar to summon any person who made the application to appear before
the samejudge on that date and at that time.

(2) If,oninquiry, it appearsto thejudgethat theattorney isguilty of
an offenceinvolving fraud or any improper conduct, he may make such order
astothekeeping of money held by abanker inany clients' account of the
attorney or any account inthenameof the attorney or hisfirmashethinks
proper, and such order shall be served on the banker and the banker shall
comply with such order.

(3) Whereafter inquiry, it appearsto thejudgethat the attorney is
guilty of an offenceinvolving fraud, or animproper conduct, hemay make or
causethe Registrar to make an application to the Council in respect of the
attorney-at-law, and Part |11 shall apply mutatis mutandis.

(4) Whereon any application made pursuant to subsection (3), the
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clients accounts
on death of
attorney-at-law
practising on his
own account.

Council inany proceedingsbrought under Part I11 findsthe attorney guilty of
professional misconduct, it may recommend to the Chief Justicethat he
make such order asto the keeping or distribution of themoney standingto
thecredit of the account as hethinks proper in the circumstances of the
case.

(5) TheChief Justice shal, upon arecommendation by the Council
under subsection (4), make such order ashethinksproper in the circum-
stances of the case.

(6) Rulesof court may prescribetheform and procedure of any
application to the court made under thissection.

31.-(1) At any timeafter the death of an attorney whoimmediately before

his death was practising asan attorney-at-law on hisown account and not in
partnership with another attorney, the Association may, if it thinksfit, serve
noticeon any banker holding money inany clients' account of the attorney
or hisfirm that this section appliesto that account.

(2) Fromthedate of the service of anotice under subsection (1),
theright to operate or otherwise deal with the account to which thenotice
relates shall, notwithstanding anything in any other enactment or rule of law,
vest inthe Association to the exclusion of any other person.

(3) Not later than the date on which anoticeis served on abanker
under subsection (1) the Association shall serveacopy of the noticeonthe
legd persond representative (if any) of the attorney, unlesstheidentity or
address of such representative cannot after reasonableinquiry be
ascertained.

(4) IftheAssociationfailsto serveacopy of the noticeasrequired
by subsection (3) andin consequenceof suchfallurethelegal persona
representative sufferslossasaresult of hisdoing alawful actingoodfaithin
relation to the account to which the noticerel ates, the Association shall
indemnify him against theloss so suffered.
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(5) For the purposesof thissection, acertificate signed by the
Secretary of the Association and certifying that abanking account of an
attorney-at-law isaclients account isevidence of the matter certified.

32. Rulesmade under section 28 shall not apply to any personwhoisin  Savingfor full-

full-timeemployment asalaw officer of Government. timeemployees
of Government,
PART V etc.

Fees and Costs

33.-(1) Subject tothissection, any attorney and hisclient may makean Agreements as
agreement asto theamount and manner of payment of remunerationforthe  to fees.
wholeor part of any legal businessdone or to be done by the attorney.

(2) Anagreement under this section may-

€)) providefor the remuneration of the attorney by agross
sum, percentage, commission, retainer, contingency fee
or otherwise at agreater or lesser rate than that at which
he would otherwise have been entitled to charge;

(b) be made on the term that the amount of the remuneration
therein stipulated or shall or shall not includeall or any
di sbursements made in connection with the matter or any
costsrecoverablein contentious business.

(3) Anattorney making an agreement under this section shall not
be entitled to any further remuneration for the mattersto which it relates other
thanthosetherein stipulated for.

(4) A provisoninanagreement under this section that the attorney
shall not beliablefor negligenceor that heshall berelieved fromany res-
pons bility to which hewould otherwise beliable asan attorney-at-law shall
bevoid.
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Action for recovery
of fees.

(5) Anagreement under thissection shall beinwriting and signed
by theclient or hisagent inthat behalf.

(6) Subject tothissection, an agreement under this section may
be sued and recovered on or set asidein like manner and on like grounds as
an agreement not rel ating to the remuneration of an attorney-at-law, but if in
any suit commenced for therecovery of feesthe agreement appearstothe
court to be unfair and unconscionablethe court may order that the agree-
ment be cancelled or the amount payabl e thereunder be reduced and may
givesuch consequential directionsasit thinksfit.

(7) Feespayableunder an agreement made under this section shall
not be subject to the provisionsof thisPart relating to taxation.

34.-(1) Anattorney may not commenceany suit for therecovery fromhis
client of any feesfor any legd businessdone by him until the expiration of
onemonth after he has served ontheclient abill of thosefees, thebill either
being signed by the attorney (or inthe case of apartnership by any one of
the partnerseither in hisown name or in the name of the partnership) or
being enclosed in or accompanied by aletter signedinlike manner referring
tothehill, but if thereisreasonable causefor believing that theclientis
about to leave Belize, or to become bankrupt, or to do any other act which
would tend to prevent or delay the attorney from obtai ning payment, the
court may, on the application of an attorney-at-law, authorise himto
commenceor proceed with an action to recover hisfees.

(2) Ifinany proceedingsbeforeacourt-
(a) the amount set out inthebill of feesis-
() sought to be recovered, or
(i)  disputed; and

(b)  thehill or part thereof relatesto mattersin respect of
which no scale of feesis prescribed,
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the court shall decide whether thefees set out in respect of those mattersare
fair and reasonable having regard to thework done or are excessive and
shdll allow or reducethem accordingly.

35.-(1) Subject to section 33 and thissection, aclient or any personwhois  Taxationof bills.
liableto pay or haspaid an attorney’shill of feesmay refer it to thetaxing

officer for taxation within onemonth after the date on which thebill was

servedonhim.

(2) If applicationisnot madewithin the period of one month
aforesaid areferencefor taxation may be ordered by the court either onthe
application of theattorney or the client, and may be ordered with such
directionsand subject to such conditionsasthe court thinksfit.

(3 Noreferenceshall be ordered upon application made by the
client after judgment has been obtained in any suit for therecovery of feesof
theattorney or after the expiration of twelve months after the bill hasbeen
served except in exceptional circumstances proved to the satisfaction of the
court to which application for referenceismade.

(4) Uponany reference, if either theattorney or hisclient, having
received due notice, refuses or neglectsto attend the taxation, thetaxing
officer may proceed to tax and settlethebill ex parte.

(5) Subjecttoany rulesof court, upon any taxation of costswith
respect to any lega business, thetaxing officer may-

€)) allow interest at such rate as he thinksjust on moneys
disbursed by the attorney-at-law for the client and on
money in the hand of and on property retained by the
attorney-at-law;

(b) in determining the remuneration of the attorney-at-law
haveregard to the skill, labour and responsibility
involvedinthe businessdone by him.
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(6) Upon every taxation, thetaxing officer shall certify what is
found to be dueto the attorney in respect of thebill and shall make such
order ashe deemsfit with regard to the costs of reference.

(7) If ether party isdissatisfied with the decision of thetaxing
officer asto theamount of thebill or the cost of reference, hemay within 21
daysafter the date of the decision apply to the court to review the decision;
and the court may thereupon make such order varying or confirming the
decision asthe court considersfair and reasonable.

(8) Thecertification of thetaxing officer or, asthe case may be, the
order of the court under thissection shall, subject to rulesof court, befina
and conclusiveasto theamount due.

(9) Inthissection“taxing officer” meansthe Registrar or such other
officer asmay bedesignated by rulesof court.

Proof of compliance  36. It shall not be necessary inthefirstinstancefor anattorney in

with Act. proving compliance with the provisions of thisPart to prove contents of the
bill served; andit shall be sufficient to provethat the bill signedinthemanner
provided by section 34 or enclosed in or accompanied by theletter asin
that section provided wasduly served.

Procedure on 37. Rules of court may prescribethe procedureto befollowed under
referenceto thisAct on an order or referenceto taxation of abill of fees.
taxation.

Rules as to cost 38.  TheAssociation may, withtheapprova of the Council, makerules
of attorneys for prescribing and regul ating the remuneration of attorneys-at-law in respect of

non-contentious  non-contentious business except as otherwise prescribed by statute.
business.

Summary orderfor ~ 39.-(1) Ajudge may, on the application by summonsin chambersof any

delivery of costs  client, makean order for the delivery by the attorney of abill of thefeesfor

and documents. any legal businessdoneby theattorney for the client which have not been or
are not before payment to betaxed, and for the delivery up of deeds,
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documents, or papersin hispossession, custody or power, relatingto the
same.

(2) Noclient shall beentitled to recover hiscosts of an application
under this section unlessthe attorney hasafter demand madefor abill of
costs, refused or neglected for an unreasonabletimeto deliver such bill.

(3) Anattorney-at-law hastheright of lien conferred upon a
solicitor at common law and nothing in thissection shall be construed so asto
takeaway or abridgethat right.

PART VI
Bar Association

40.-(1) Thereshall beabody corporate by thenameof theBar Association  The Bar Associa-
of Belizewith perpetual succession and acommon seal and with power to tion of Belize.
sueand besuedinall courtsof law and equity initscorporate name.

(2) TheAssociation shal havefull power to acquireand hold within
Belize, by purchase, devise or otherwise, al lands and tenementswhat-ever
of every tenure, and also all personal estate, and to convey, assign, demiseor
otherwisedispose of suchreal and personal estate.

(3 Theobjectsof the Association shall be-

€)) to deal with matters affecting theinterests of the pro-
fession and its members and to take such action thereon
as may be deemed appropriate;

(b) to take such steps as may be proper and necessary to
ensure that adequate rul es regul ating the etiquette and
practice of the professionin Belize areformulated and
enforced,
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(©)

(d)

(€)

()

(9)

(h)

to prescribe and maintain the highest standards of
learning, integrity, honour and courtesy inthelegal
profession;

to represent the Bar in matters concerning the profes-
sioninrelation to the courts, the Legis ature, and the
Government of Belizeand in any form wherethe
interests of the profession arise;

to promote, assist and ensure the proper administration
of justice and unceasingly to watch over and protect
thecivil liberties of the people;

to promote and bring about desired law reform and to
takeall steps necessary or desirableto develop and
maintain a public awareness of the need for aconstant
review of thelaw;

to providelegal representation whenever theinterests
of justicedemand it;

to project the views of the Association on matters of
publicimportance;

to promote and foster relations with other professional
bodiesin Belize and el sewherefor the purpose of
better achieving the objects of the Association, and to
subscribeto and join or associate with regional and
international professional organizationswhose objects
are not inconsi stent with those of the Association.

Officersof theBar ~ 41.-(1) Thereshall beaPresident, aVice-President, aSecretary and a
Association. Treasurer of the Association, each to be el ected at thefirst general meeting
of the Association in each year by asmplemajority vote.

THE SUBSTANTIVE LAWS OF BELIZE

REVISED EDITION 2000
Printed by the Government Printer,
No. 1 Power Lane,
Belmopan, by the authority of
the Government of Belize.



Legal Profession [CAP.320 33

(2) Nopersonwho shall have held the office of President for two
consecutiveyearssha | bedigiblefor eectiontothat officefollowingthe
expiration of the second of such consecutiveyears.

(3) The Secretary shall keep the Register of Members of the Asso-
ciation and prepare and keep minutes of the meetings of the Association and
of theBar Committee.

(4) TheTreasurer shall keep proper books of accountswith respect
to thefinancesof the Association and prepare and present at thefirst general
meeting in each year aStatement of Accountsand Financial Report covering
thetransactions, receiptsand expenditure of the Association sincethefirst
genera meetinginthe preceding yesar.

42.-(1) Thereshall beaCommittee of the Association to beknown as*“the TheBar
Bar Committeg” which shal beresponsiblefor the management of the Committee.
business of the Association betweenthefirst general meetingsin every year
subject to such directionsasmay be given by the Association at any
intervening general or special meeting.
(2) TheBar Committeeshall consist of :

€)) the President of the Association, who shall be Chairman;

(b) the Attorney Generd;

(c) the Vice-President;

(d)  theSecretary of the Association;

(e the Treasurer of the Association;

(f) three other members of the Association.
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(3) Themembersreferredtoin paragraph (f) of subsection (2)
shall beelected at thefirst general meetingin each year.

(4) TheBar Committee shall meet asoften asmay be necessary
and shdl fromtimeto timemakerulesto governitsown procedure.

(5) TheBar Committee may, with the approval of the Chief
Justice, makerules prescribing and regul ating the remuneration of attorneys
in respect of non-contentious business except as otherwise prescribed by
statute or rulesof court.

(6) TheBar Committee may-

@ reprimand any member whose conduct is considered
by the Bar Committee to be unbecoming amember of
the A ssociation and derogatory to the character or
injuriousto theinterests of the profession; or

(b) suspend any member who hasfailed for six months
after demand inwriting to pay hissubscription,

and the Bar Committee shall expel or suspend any member who shall be
struck off therolls or be suspended from practicefor misconduct asa

practitioner.
Compulsory 43.-(1) Every personqualified for admission asan attorney-at-law shall,
membership. before applying to be enrolled under section 6 or 8, pay to the Association

theannual subscription payablein respect of membership of the Association
and shall by virtue of such payment be and becomeamember of the
Association without el ection or appointment by the Association:

Provided that any person whose namewas entered on the Roll of the
Supreme Court immediately before the commencement of thisAct, other
than ajudge, magistrate or Registrar of the Supreme Court, shall be deemed
at thedate of such commencement (if not already amember) to have
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becomeamember of the A ssociation asfrom that date.

(2) Intheevent of failureto be admitted and enrolled, any person
having paid theamount of theannual subscription before gpplication shall be
refunded the amount so paid.

3 An attorney-at-law shall, on each occasononwhichaPractising
Certificateisissued to him, pay to the A ssociation theannual subscription
payablein respect of membership of the Association.

(4) Every member of the Association, other than alaw officer of
Government, who ceasesto hold avalid Practising Certificate shal | thereupon
ceaseto beamember of Association unlessheretainshismembershipin
accordance with subsection (5).

(5) TheAssociation may elect and appoint to be amember thereof,
any personwho inthe opinion of the Associationisaperson fitand qualified
to be admitted to membership, whether or not hisnameisenrolled or hehas
held or holdsaPractising Certificate, and upon appointment and €l ection and
payment of theannual subscription payableunder section 44, every such
person shall becomeamember of the Association.

(6) TheGovernment shall pay for every law officer of Government,
before 31st January inevery year, to the Association theannual subscription
payablein respect of membership thereof and such officer shall thereupon (if
not already amember of the Association) become member of the Associa-
tion by virtue of such payment without el ection or appointment by the
Association.

(7) Nothinginthissection shall be construed asrequiring ajudge,
magistrate or Registrar of the Supreme Court to be or become amember of
the Association or to pay any subscription to the Association.

44.-(1) Theamount of theannual subscription payable by membersof the
Association shdl befixed fromtimeto time by the Association.

Annual subscrip-
tion.
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(2) Theannua subscription dueto the Association from the holder
of aPractising Certificate shdl congtituteacivil debt and shall berecover-
able assuch upon proof only of hisbeing theholder of aPractising
Certificatefor theyear in question.

Cessation and 45.-(1) Where the name of an attorney-at-law isremoved fromthe Rall,

suspension of that attorney shall, unlesshe becomesamember of the Association by virtue

membership. of someother provision of thisAct, thereupon cease to beamember of the
Associgtion.

(2) A member of the Association who issuspended from practising
asan attorney-at-law shall not be entitled during the period of hissuspen-
siontoany of therightsand privileges of membership of the Association.

Regulating 46.  TheAssociation may makeregulationsgoverning the holding of

procedure. meetings, quorum and procedure at meetingsand such other regulationsas
areconsidered necessary for theadministration and proper functioning of
the Association or of the Bar Committee, provided that such regulations
shdl not bein conflict withthisor any other law.

PART VII
Law Library

Law Library. 47.-(1) Thereshal beestablished and maintained out of the Consolidated
Revenue Fund alaw library to be known asthe Supreme Court Law

Library.
(2) Thesaidlibrary shall be kept under the charge of the Registrar.
(3) TheRegistrar shall have power-

(a) to makerulesfor the administration of thelibrary and to
prescribe penaltiesfor the breach of such rules; and
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(b)  toprescribefeesto bepaid by personsusing thelibrary.
(4) All fees, finesand penaltiesimposed by virtueof any rules
made under this section and all moneysvoted by the National Asssembly or
made availablefrom any other sourcefor expenditureonthelibrary shall be

held and expendcd by the Registrar, who shal indoing so, act in consultation
withthe Association.

FIRST SCHEDULE
[Sections2 and 11]

Form of Practising Certificate

THE LEGAL PROFESSION ACT
Supreme Court Registry,

Belize City

(Date)
BELIZE
| hereby certify that
Esquire, having paid the prescribed
feesof dollarsishereby authorised to practice

law in Belizeduring theyear ending the 31st January..........c.cccceveeerirenenns

Registrar of the Supreme Court

N.B. ThisCertificatewill expireon the 31st January next.
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SECOND SCHEDULE
[Section 8]

Law Officers of Government

Attorney Generd.

Director of Public Prosecutions.
Solicitor Generdl.

Chief Parliamentary Counsd!.
Parliamentary Counsd.

Legd Draftsman.

Crown Counsd!.

Anofficer fromthe Ministry of Natural Resourceswith the qudifications of
aCrown Counsdl.
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