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CHAPTER 199
PUBLIC TRUSTEE Ch.227,
RL. 1958,
CAP 161,
[9thMay, 1953] R E 1080-1000.
400f 1963.
140of 1982.
PART | 22 0of 1987.
Preliminary

1.  ThisActmay becited asthePublic Trustee Act. Shorttitle.

2. InthisAct, unlessthe context otherwiserequires:- Interpretation.

“court” meansthe Supreme Court or any judgethereof;

“edtate” includesevery description of real and persona property, goods,

chattel s, money, securitiesfor money, and al writingsrelating to or evidencing

any right or titleto any property, and al rightsof actionand claims;

“private executor or administrator” meansan executor or administrator other

thanthe Public Trustee;

“private guardian or committee, or receiver” meansaguardian or committee,

or receiver, other than the Public Trustee;

“rules’” meansrulesmadeunder thisAct;

“trust” includes every casewhere any person actsasexecutor, guardian,

committee, administrator, receiver or sequestrator, and every case whereany

person isappointed by the court, or under the provisionsof any Act, to

administer the property of another person for hisbenefit;
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Officeof Public
Trustee.

The Registrar to
be Public Trustee
till other
appointment
made.

General powers
and duties.

“will” includes atestamentary disposition, acodicil and an appointment by
will or by writing in the nature of awill inthe exercise of apower.

PART Il
Public Trustee

Appointment of Public Trustee

3.-(1) The Governor-General may appoint afit and proper person Public
Trusteeunder thisAct.

(20 ThePublic Trusteeshall beabody corporate with perpetual
succession, and may sue and be sued in that name.

4.  Unlessand until the Governor-General appoints some other personto
bethe Public Trustee, the Registrar shall bethe Public Trustee, and any
person lawfully discharging thedutiesof Registrar shall haveall therights,
powersand liabilities, and may discharge any of theduties, of the Public
Trustee.

Power s and Duties of Public Trustee

5.-(1) Subject to and in accordancewith the provisions of thisAct and the
rules, the Public Trusteemay, if hethinksfit-

@ act asexecutor or administrator in the administration of
the estates of deceased persons,

(b) act ascustodian trustee;
(©) act asordinary trustee;

(d) be appointed ajudicial trustee;
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(e act asguardian or committee, or receiver, of the property
of any infant or other person under disability, asthe case
may be;

(f) take possession of and administer the estate of any person
whoisabsent from Belizeand who isnot fully represented
by any attorney in Belize, and who has| eft debts unpaid.

(20 SubjecttothisAct andtotherules, the Public Trustee may act
either aloneor jointly with any person or body of personsin any capacity to
which hemay be appointed in pursuance of thisAct, and shall havedl the
same powers, dutiesand liabilities, and be entitled to the samerightsand
immunities and subject to the control and ordersof the court, asaprivate
person acting inthe same capacity.

(3)  ThePublic Trusteemay decline, either absolutely or except on
the prescribed conditions, to accept any trust, but he shall not declineto
accept atrust on theground only of thesmall value of thetrust property.

(4  ThePublic Trusteeshal not accept any trust whichinvolvesthe
management or carrying on of any business, except when acting under
section 14, or except in the casesin which he may be authorised to do so by
therules, or any trust under adeed of arrangement for the benefit of
creditors.

As Executor or Administrator of Estates

6.  ThePublic Trustee, by that name or any other sufficient description, Appointment as
maly be appointed executor of awill by thetestator, inthe same manner asif executor.
hewere aprivate executor, and inthat case he shall havethe same powersas

if hewereaprivate executor.

7.-(1) Any person who, inthe opinion of the Public Trustee, would be Administration
entitled to apply to the court for the appointment of an administrator of the of estates.
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Granting probate
to Public Trustee.

estate of adeceased person, may apply to the Public Trusteeto administer
the estate, and the Public Trustee shall administer the estate, unlesshe sees
good reason for refusing to do so.

(20  OnthePublic Trustee undertaking by declarationinwriting,
signed by himand deposited in the Supreme Court Registry, to administer
the estate, he shall havethe same power asif he had been appointed by a
last will of the deceased person to be executor.

(3)  Forthepurposesof theadministration, the Public Trustee may
exercisethose administrative powersand authorities of the Supreme Court
which may be conferred upon him by therules, subject to the conditions
imposed by therules.

(4  Rulesshal bemadeunder thisAct for enabling the Public
Trusteeto take the opinion of the court on any question arisinginthe course
of any adminigtration without judicia proceedings, and otherwisefor making
the procedure under this section smpleand inexpensive.

(5  Wherean applicationismadeto the court for agrant of
probate or letters of administration inthe estate of any deceased person, or
proceedings have beeningtituted inthe court for theadministration of the
estate, and by reason of the small value of the estate, it appearsto the court
that the estate can be more economically administered by the Public Trustee
than by any other person, or that for any other reason it isexpedient that the
estate should be administered by himinstead of by any other person, the
court may order that the estate shal | be administered by him, and thereupon,
subject to any directionsby the court, thissection shall apply asif the
administration of the estate had been undertaken by himin pursuance of this
section.

8.-(1) Where, in pursuance of therules, the Public Trusteeisauthorised to
accept by that name probates of willsor letters of administration, the court
may grant such probate or lettersto the Public Trustee by that name, and for
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Public Trustee [CAP.199 11

that purposethe court shall consider the Public Trusteeasin law entitled
equally with any other person or classof personsto obtain the grant of letters
of administration, except that the consent or citation of the Public Trustee
shdl not berequired for thegrant of lettersof administration to any other
person, and that, asbetween the Public Trustee and the widower, widow or
next-of-kin of the deceased, thewidower, widow or next-of-kin shall be
preferred, unlessfor good cause shown to the contrary.

(20  Any executor who has obtained probate or any administrator
who has obtained | etters of administration, and notwithstanding he has acted
inthe administration of the deceased’ sestate, may, with the sanction of the
court and after such noticeto the personsbeneficially interested asthe court
may direct, transfer such estateto the Public Trusteefor administration either
solely or jointly with the continuing executorsor administrators, if any.

(3)  Theorder of thecourt sanctioning such transfer shal, subject to
thisAct, givetothePublic Trusteeall powersof such executor and
administrator, and such executor and administrator shall not beinany way
liablein respect of any act or default in referenceto such estate subsequent to
thedate of such order, other than the act or default of himself or of persons
other than himself for whose conduct heisinlaw responsible.

As Custodian Trustee

9.-(1) Subject totherules, the Public Trustee may, if he consentsto act as Custodian
such and whether or not the number of trusteeshasbeenreduced below the  trustee.
original number, be appointed to be custodian trustee of any trust-

€)) by order of the court made on the application of any
person on whose application the court may order the
appointment of anew trustee; or

(b) by the testator, settlor or other creator of any trust; or
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12 CAP. 199] Public Trustee

(¢) by the person having power to appoint new trustees.

(20  WherethePublic Trusteeisappointed to be custodian trustee
of any trust-

)] thetrust property shall betransferred to the custodian
trustee asif hewere soletrustee, and for that purpose
vesting orders may, where necessary, be made under
any Act relating totrusts,

(b) the management of the trust property and the exercise
of any power or discretion exercisable by the trustees
under thetrust shall remain vested in the trustees other
than the custodian trustee (which trusteesarein thisAct
referred to as* managing trustees’);

(©) as between the custodian trustee and the managing
trustees, and subject and without prejudiceto therights
of any other persons, the custodian trustee shall have
the custody of all securitiesand documentsof titlerelating
to thetrust property, but the managing trustees shall have
free accessthereto and be entitled to take copiesthereof
or extractstherefrom;

(d) the custodian trustee shall concur inand perform all acts
necessary to enable the managing trusteesto exercise
their powers of management or any other power or
discretion vested in them, including the power to pay
money or securitiesinto court, unlessthe matter inwhich
heisrequested to concur isabreach of trust, or involves
a personal liability upon him in respect of calls or
otherwise but, unlesshe so concurs, the custodian trustee
shall not beliable for any act or default on the part of
the managing trustees or any of them;
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(e all sumspayableto or out of theincome or capital of the
trust property shall be paid to or by the custodian trustee:

Provided that the custodian trustee may allow the
dividends and other income derived from the trust
property to be paid to the managing trustees or to such
person asthey direct, or into such bank to the credit of
such person asthey may direct and, in such case, shall
be exonerated from seeing to the application thereof and
shall not be answerablefor any loss or misapplication
thereof;

(f) the power of appointing new trustees, when exercisable
by the trustees, shall be exercisable by the managing
trustees alone, but the custodian trustee shall have the
same power of applying to the court for the appoi ntment
of anew trustee as any other trustee;

(9) in determining the number of trusteesfor the purposes of
any law relating to trustees, the custodian trustee shall
not be reckoned as atrustee;

(h)  thecustodiantrustee, if heactsin goodfaith, shall not be
liablefor accepting as correct and acting upon thefaith
of any written statement by the managing trusteesasto
any birth, death, marriage or other matter of pedigree or
relationship, or other matter of fact, upon whichthetitle
to the trust property or any part thereof may depend,
nor for acting upon any legal advice obtained by the
managing trusteesindependently of the custodian trustee;

(i) the court may, on the application of either the custodian
trustee, or any of the managing trustees, or of any
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14 CAP. 199] Public Trustee

beneficiary, and on proof to itssatisfaction that it isthe
general wish of the beneficiaries, or that on other
grounds it is expedient to terminate the custodian
trusteeship, make an order for that purpose, and the
court may thereupon make such vesting ordersand give
such directionsasunder the circumstances may seemto
the court to be necessary or expedient.

Asan Ordinary Trustee

Appointment of 10.-(2) ThePublic Trustee may by that name, or any other sufficient de-

Public Trustee o grrintion, be appointed to betrustee of any will or settlement or other

be trustee, . . .

executor, etc. instrument creating atrust or to perform any trust or duty belongingtoa
classwhich heisauthorised by the rulesto accept, and may be so ap-
pointed whether thewill or settlement or instrument creating thetrust or duty
wasmade or cameinto operation before or after the passing of thisAct,
and either asan original or asanew trustee, or asan additional trustee, in
the same class, and in the same manner, and by the same personsor court,
asif hewereaprivatetrustee, with thisaddition, that, although thetrustees
originally appointed weretwo or more, the Public Trustee may be appointed
soletrustee.

(20  Wherethe Public Trustee has been appointed atrustee of any
trust, aco-trustee may retirefrom thetrust under and in accordance with the
provisionsof any Act relating to trustees, notwithstanding that thereare not
more than two trustees, and without such consentsasarerequired by any
suchprovisons.

(3)  ThePublic Trustee shall not be so appointed either asanew or
additiona trusteewherethewill, settlement or other instrument creating the
trust or duty containsadirection to the contrary, unlessthe court otherwise
orders.

4 Notice of any proposed appointment of the Public Trustee
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either asanew or additional trustee shall where practicablebegiveninthe
prescribed manner to all personsbeneficially interested who areresidentin
Belize and whose addresses are known to the persons proposing to make
theappointment or, if such beneficiariesareinfants, totheir guardians.

(5)  Whereany persontowhom such notice hasbeen given, within
twenty-one daysfrom thereceipt of the notice appliesto the court, the court
may, if havingregardto theinterestsof al thebeneficiariesit consdersit
expedient to do so, makean order prohibiting the appointment being made.

(6) Afailuretogiveany suchnoticeshdl notinvalidateany
appointment made under thissection.

As Guardian, or Committee, or Receiver

11. ThePublic Trustee may, by that name or any other sufficient descrip-
tion, be appointed by will or by order of the court guardian, or committee, or
receiver, of the property of any infant or other person under disability, inthe
samemanner asif hewereaprivate person andinthose caseshe shall have
thesamepowersasif hewereaprivate guardian, or committee, or receiver.

In the Administration of Absentee’s Estate

As guardian,
committee, etc.

12.-(1) Any creditor of aperson absent from Belize and not represented by Creditor may
any attorney in Belize appointed under aduly registered power of attorney, apply to Public
may apply to the Public Trusteeto take possession of and administer the Trustee to
estate of the absent person. administer estate
of absentee.
(20  Upontheapplication being made, and upon the Public Trustee
being satisfied that the personis so absent and unrepresented asmentioned in
subsection (1) and that the applicant isbona fide hiscreditor, the Public
Trustee may take possession of the estate.
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Absentee to be
communicated
with, if possible.

Proceedings on
taking possession
of estate of
absent owner.

(3)  ThePublic Trustee shal not take possession of the estate unless
heissatisfied that the assetsthereof are probably sufficient to defray the
cost of taking possession thereof and administeringit.

13. ThePublic Trustee, beforetaking possession under thisAct of the
property of an absent person who isknown and with whom he can commu-
nicate, shall communicateinwriting with that person, and shal not interfere,
except in case of an emergency whichin hisopinion makesit necessary to
take possession of the estatefor the protection of the creditorsof the
absentee, andinthat case he shall takeimmediate possession.

14.-(1) Wherethe Public Trustee takes possession of the estate or property
of theabsent person, he shdl giveimmediateintimation thereof by notice
published inthe Gazette and in one newspaper at least threetimes, withan
interval of aweek between each publication.

(20  ThePublic Trusteeshadl useduediligenceto ascertainwhere
the absent personisand his place of residence and addressand, if they can
be ascertained, shdl useduediligencetoinform himthat the Public Trustee
has so taken possession, and shall require himto appoint an attorney in
Belizetorepresent hisinterests.

(3)  Wheretheplace of residence and address of the person cannot
be ascertai ned, the Public Trustee shal apply to the court for directions.

(4  Wherethepersonrefusesor neglects, without sufficient cause,
to appoint an attorney in Belizewithin areasonabletime after being required
to do so, the Public Trustee shall apply to the court for directions.

(5)  WherethePublic Trustee appliesto the court under this
section, thecourt, if satisfied-

)] that the place of residence and address of the person
cannot be ascertained; or
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(b) that he hasbeen afforded sufficient opportunity to enable
him to appoint an attorney in Belize and neglectsto do
SO,

shall direct that the estate or property shall beforthwith realised, and after the
expiration of thetimefixed by thecourt, the Public Trustee shall deal withthe
proceeds and distribute them amongst the creditors of the personinthesame
manner asif he had been adjudged bankrupt.

(6) Wherethecourtisnot so satisfied, or wherethe personisunder
any disability, thecourt shal giveany directionsthecircumstancesmay
require.

(7)  Until thePublic Trusteereceivesdirectionsfromthecourt, he
shal administer the estate or property according to the usual legal course of
administrationin Belize by attorneysof absent parties:.

Provided that, whereit appearsthat the owner has committed an act of
bankruptcy or that the claim on the estate exceedsthe assets, the Public
Trustee shall forthwith apply to the court, and the court, if satisfied of thefact,
shall thereupon adjudge the estate to be bankrupt, and it shall then be
administered not under thisAct but under and in accordancewith any law
relating to bankruptcy asif the owner thereof had been adjudged bankrupt.

Financial Provisions

15. Thereshall becharged uponthe Consolidated Revenue Fund al sums
required to dischargeany liability which the Public Trusteg, if hewerea
privatetrustee, would be personally liableto discharge, except wherethe
ligbility isonetowhich neither the Public Trustee nor any of hisofficershasin
any way contributed and which neither he nor any of hisofficerscould by
exercise of reasonabl e diligence have averted, and inthat case the Public
Trustee shall not be subject to any liability nor shall any sumsbe charged
upon the Consolidated Revenue Fund.
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Publication of list
of moneys
unclaimedfor six
months.

Moneys received
by Public Trustee
to be paidinto
bank.

16.-(1) ThePublic Trustee shall, in the months of February and Augustin
each year, prepareand publishalist of all moneysin hishandswhich have
been unclaimed for six monthsand upwards, and shall publishtherewitha
noticecaling on al personsdesiring to claimany of those moneysto estab-
lishtheir clamwithinfiveyearsfrom the datewhen the moneyscameinto
the handsof the Public Trustee, and that date shall be expressed and set
forthinthenotice.

(2 If noclamtoany of themoneysismadeand established within
thetime specified, they shall be paid to the Financial Secretary.

(3)  Allmoneysso paidover by the Public Trusteetothe Financia
Secretary shal bepaidinto the Consolidated Revenue Fund and any right,
titteand interest of every personin andto them shall bebarred.

(4  Nothing contained inthissection shall be construed asin any
way affecting the power of the National Assembly to authorisethe payment
of any sum of money paid over tothe Financia Secretary under thisAct to
any personwhom it may consider to haveamoral claim thereto,
notwithstanding that all claimsto payment of themoney may bebarredin
law.

17.-(1) All moneysreceived by the Public Trustee on behalf of any trustsor
estatesadministered by him, shall, as soon after thereceipt thereof asis
practicable, be paid into the bank or banksfrom timeto timedirected by
theMinigter.

(2 All paymentshby the Public Trustee of those moneysshall be

400f 1963. madeinthemanner fromtimetotimedirected by the Minister in genera
ingructionsor regulations.
Sdesat public 18.-(1)Whereit becomes necessary to sell at public auction any property
auction. bel onging to an edtate, trust or company, which isbeing administered by the
Public Trustee under any Act other than an Act relating to bankruptcy, the
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property may be sold by the Public Trustee personally, or by any officer or
clerk of hisdepartment authorised by him.

(20  ThePublic Trusteemay chargeacommission of Six per centum
on the proceeds of the sale.

19.-(1) Subject to therulesand unlessthe court otherwise orders, thecondi-  Investigation
tion and accounts of any trust shall, on an application beingmadeand notice  and audit of trust
thereof givenin the prescribed manner by any trustee or beneficiary, bein- accounts.
vestigated and audited by such attorney or public accountant asmay be

agreed on by the applicant and thetrustees or, in default of agreement, by the

Public Trustee or some person appointed by him:

Provided that (except with theleave of the court), such aninvestigation
or audit shall not be required within twel ve monthsafter any such previous
investigation or audit, and that atrustee or beneficiary shall not be appointed
under thissection to make any investigation or audit.

(20  Thepersonmakingtheinvestigation or audit (inthisAct called
theauditor), shall havearight of accessto the books, accountsand vouchers
of thetrustees, and to any securitiesand documentsof title held by them on
account of thetrust, and may requirefrom them such information and
explanation asmay be necessary for the performance of hisduties.

(3)  Uponthecompletion of theinvestigation and audit, theauditor
shall forward to the applicant and to every trustee acopy of the accounts,
together with areport thereon, and acertificate signed by himto the effect
that the accountsexhibit atrueview of the state of the affairsof thetrust and
that he hashad the securities of thetrust fund investments produced to and
verified by him or, asthe case may be, that such accountsare deficientin
such respectsas may be specified in such certificate.

(4  Everybeneficiary under thetrust shal, subject totherules, be
entitled at al reasonabletimesto inspect and take copies of the accounts,
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20 CAP.199] Public Trustee

report and certificateand, at hisown expense, to be furnished with copies
thereof or extractstherefrom.

(5)  Theauditor may beremoved by order of the court and, if any
auditor isremoved, or resigns, or dies, or becomesbankrupt or incapable
of acting beforetheinvestigation and audit iscompl eted, anew auditor may
be appointed in hisplaceinlikemanner astheorigina auditor.

(6) Theremuneration of theauditor and the other expenses of the
investigation and audit shall be such asmay be prescribed by therules, and
shall, unlessthe Public Trustee otherwise directs, be borne by the estate
and, inthe event of the Public Trustee so directing, he may order that such
expenses be borne by the applicant or by thetrustees personally or partly
by them and partly by the applicant.

(7)  Whereany person having the custody of any documentsto
which theauditor hasaright of accessunder thissectionfailsor refusesto
alow him to have accessthereto or in anywise obstructstheinvestigation or
audit, the auditor may apply to the court, and thereupon the court shall
make such order asit thinksjust.

(8)  Subjecttorulesof court, applicationsunder or for the purposes
of thissection to the court shall be madeto ajudgein chambers.

(9)  Any personwhoin any statement of accounts, report or
certificaterequired for the purposesof thissection wilfully makesa
satement falseinany materiad particular isliable-

@ on conviction on indictment, to imprisonment for aterm
not exceeding two years;

(b) on summary conviction, to imprisonment for aterm not
exceeding six months,
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andin either caseto afineinlieu of or inaddition to such imprisonment.

Supplemental Provisions

20.-(1) A person aggrieved by any act or omission or decisionof thePublic ~ Appeal from
Trusteein relation to any trust or administration may apply to thecourt, and decision of
the court may make any order inthe matter it thinksjust. Public Trustee.

(20  Subjecttorulesof court, an application under this section shall
bemadeto ajudgein chambers.

21.-(1) ThePublic Trustee shal not, nor shall any of hisofficers, act under Powersof Public
thisAct for reward, except asprovided by thisAct. Trustee.

(20  ThePublic Trustee, subject to therules, may employ for the
purposesof any trust or administration the attorneys, bankers, accountants
and brokers, or other persons, whom he considers necessary.

(3)  Whereabond or security would berequired from aprivate
person upon thegrant to him of administration, or upon hisappointment to
actinany capacity, the Public Trustee, if administrationisgrantedto him, or if
heisappointed to act inthat capacity, shall not berequiredto give such bond
or security, but shall be subject to the sameliabilitiesand dutiesasif hehad
given such bond or security.

(4  Theentry of the Public Trustee by that namein thebooksof a
company shall not constitute notice of atrust, and acompany shall not be
entitled to obj ect to enter the name of the Public Trustee onitsbooks by
reason only that the Public Trusteeisacorporation, and indealingswith
property thefact that the person or one of the personsdealt withisthe Public
Trusteeshdl not of itsalf congtitute notice of atrudt.
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22 CAP.199] Public Trustee
Rules
Rules. 22.  TheMinister may makerulesfor carryinginto effect the objectsof
400f 1963. thisAct, andin particular for al or any of thefollowing purposes-

(a) establishing the office of Public Trustee and prescribing the
trusts or duties heisauthorised to accept or undertake, and
the security, if any, to be given by the Public Trustee and his
officers;

(b) thetransfer to and from the Public Trustee of any property;

(c) theaccountsto bekept and an audit thereof;

(d) theestablishment and regulation of any branch office;

(e) excluding any trustsfrom the operation of thisAct or any part
thereof;

(f)  theclasses of corporate bodies entitled to act as custodian
trustees;

(g9 theform and manner in which noticesunder thisAct shall be

given.
PART IlI
Unrepresented Estates

The Official Administrator

Collectionofes- 53 |ntheBdizeadministrativedigtrict, the Public Trusteeandin other

tates of persons

dying intestate adminigtrativedidtricts, themagistrate of that judicial district, shall collect the
andwithout next-  personal estate and effectsin Belize of personsdyingwithintheir respective

of-kinand leaving
personal property.
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Public Trustee [CAP.199 23

districtsintestate and without next-of-kin leaving such personal estateand

effectsonly, and to apply the samein adue course of administration, and to

pay over into the Consolidated Revenue Fund from timeto timethe sums 14 of 1982.
which comeintotheir hands, and finally any surpluswhich remainsafter

payment of the costsand expensesof administration, funeral expensesand

any lawful debts.

24.-(1) Whereaperson dies, or isreasonably believed by the Public Trustee  Administration
to have died, intestate and without next-of-kin or without having appointed of estates of

any executor resident or duly representedin Belize, and leavesredl estate persons dy'gg

only or real and personal estate and effects, the Public Trusteeshal filewith wfﬁieng;t_of_

the Registrar aninformation setting forth the circumstancesand praying for kin and leaving

|etters of administration to administer the estate of such deceased person, real property

and such lettersshall thereon beimmediately granted. only Orazed and
person

()  TheRegigtrar shall forthwithnotify, inlikemanner ashemaybe PP
required to notify applicationsfor |etters of administration, thegrant of such
letters, and that at the end of one month from the date of their grant the
Public Trustee may proceed, and heis hereby authorised and required to
proceed to administer the estate, unlessin the meantimel etters of
administration shall be granted to some other person.

(3) ThePublic Trusteeshall stand possessed of all real and personal
property, remai ning undisposed of after theadministration of any such estate
intermsof thelettersof administration granted to him, for the benefit of the
person or authority to whom the same belongsin law.

25. Neither the Public Trustee nor amagistrate shall berequired to enter Security in each

into bond in respect of the performance of hisdutiesunder section 23 or f;fﬁi r”e‘g
section 24. '
THE SUBSTANTIVE LAWS OF BELIZE REVISED EDITION 2000

Printed by the Government Printer,
No. 1 Power Lane,
Belmopan, by the authority of
the Government of Belize.



24

CAP. 199]

Public Trustee

Caseswhereitis
subsequently
discovered that
the deceased did
not die intestate
or without next-
of-kin.

Returns, when
and how to be
made.

400of 1963.

Advertisement of
notice of intention
to distribute
assets.

14 0f 1982
Schedule.

THE SUBSTANTIVE LAWS OF BELIZE

26. If, beforethe Public Trustee or magistrate, asthe case may be, has
finally accounted for and paid over into the Consolidated Revenue Fund the
surplusof any particular estate, it isproved that any person, whose estate he
hasdedt with, did not dieintestate or without next-of-kin, heshall duly
account to the next-of-kin or legal persona representative of such person,
and shall pay and ddliver to himall moneys, goodsand chattel swhich have
comeinto hishands, and remainin hispossession or under hiscontrol.

27.-(1) ThePublic Trustee or the magistrate shall return into the Supreme
Court Registry al suchinventories, apprai sementsand accounts as other
administratorsarerequiredto return, and al such returnsshal beregularly
filedinthesameoffice.

(2 Inthemonth of January in every year the Public Trustee or
magistrate shal furnishto the Minister an account made up to thelast day of
the preceding month of al receiptsand disbursements on account of each
and every estate being administered by him under sections23to 30 during
thetwelve preceding months, and shall pay into the Treasury to deposit
accountsfor the severa estates such sumsas upon the examination of the
accountstheMinister shal direct.

28.-(1) ThePublic Trustee or magistrate shal cause an advertisement to be
published inthe Gazette and in anewspaper circulating in Belizeintheform
set out inthe ScheduletothisAct.

(20  Upontheexpiry of ninety clear daysfrom the publication of
such advertisement the Public Trustee or magistrate shall distributethe
assetsamong thevarious claimantsthereto, having regard to claimsof which
he hasthen had notice and neither the Public Trustee nor the magi strate nor
the Consolidated Revenue Fund shall beliablefor the assetsor any part
thereof so distributed to any person of whose claim such Public Trusteeor
magi strate had no express noticeat thetime of distribution of the assetsor
any part thereof, asthe case may be.
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(3)  Thecostsof such advertisement shall be paid out of the assetsin
priority to any claimswhatsoever.

(4)  NothinginthisPart shdl prgjudicetherightsof any creditorsor
claimantstofollow the assetsor any part thereof into the hands of the person
or personswho have received them respectively.

29.-(1) ThePublic Trusteemay, in case of any doubt or difficulty, make
application to the court which may, on an affidavit of thefactsfiled by the
Public Trustee, make such order or give such directionsasit thinksright
under thecircumstances.

(20  Any order made under subsection (1) shall protect the Public
Trustee acting thereunder from all actionsand suits, and may bepleadedin
bar thereto, if thefactsset forth in hisaffidavit are substantially correct.

30. Nofeeshdl be payablein respect of theadministration under this
Act of any estate of lessvaluethan two hundred and fifty dollars, but onthe
total receiptsof any estate so administered of the val ue of two hundred and
fifty dollarsand upwardsthe Public Trustee shal pay into the Consolidated
Revenue Fund acommission at therate of five per centum, and shall next,
and before, satisfying any other claimsagainst the estate, pay to the Registrar
the samefeesaswould be payablein respect of theestateif it werebeing
administered under thelaw rel ating to the administration of the estates of
deceased persons.

31.  ThisActshal not apply to the persona estatesand effectsof citizens
of theUnited Statesof Americadyingwithin Belize.
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26  CAP.199] Public Trustee

SCHEDULE
[Section 28]

Inre (deceased)
TOALL WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:

TAKE NOTICE that by virtue of the powers conferred upon me

CAP.199. by section 28 of the Public Trustee Act, |, (Public Trustee or magistrate, as
the casemay be), intend on or after the day of
next to distributethe assets of the
aforesaid
of inthe

district among such claimants of whose
claims| shall then havenatice.

AND FURTHER TAKE NOTICE that al claimsagainst the

estate of thesaid must be
delivered to mebeforethe day of
next.

AND FURTHER TAKE NOTICE that neither | nor the Consoli-
dated Revenue Fund will beliablein respect of any assetsdistributed by me
without expressnotice of any such claimat thetime of distribution.

Public Trustee or
Magistrate.
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